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A Message from Pastor Jon Stouffer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends and Family of First UMC Beaumont, 

Holly and I are so deeply appreciative of the warm welcome you have extended to us and the   

allowance of time to settle into our new home.  We are very excited to join you in ministry and 

look forward to all that God has in store for our lives together.  We so appreciate your prayers for 

us as we make this transition to your great congregation and community.  Ever since we heard we 

were moving here, we have kept you all in our prayers knowing that God will bring to fruition all 

God calls us to accomplish.  We will meet you very soon and are so looking forward to sharing 

our lives together. 

 

may Christ be our sufficiency, 

Jon & Holly Stouffer  

June 25 2017 •  Issue 13 • Volume XXXVI 

Join us in welcoming our new Senior Pastor and his wife 

Reverend Jon Stouffer and Holly Stouffer 

Sunday, July 2nd 

One Worship Service at 10:30 a.m. 

Following the service, we will have a covered dish luncheon.  A table will be prepared to     

receive welcome cards as well as gift cards to local grocery stores and restaurants. 
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 “Prayer is not bending the universe to your will, making God a cosmic bellhop for your purposes, but prayer 

is cooperating with the purposes of God to do things you never dreamed you could do.” - E. Stanley Jones 

  

 Prayer is hard sometimes. Not getting our own way is hard too.  It was hard when we were told by 

our parents that we could not have a second helping of ice cream followed by some reassurance that this 

was somehow for own good.  It’s hard now too.  This is especially true in a culture in which dreams are 

pursued until they come true, goals are set in order to meet them and then be set higher, and a win-at-all-

costs mentality is easily seen as a virtue.  But the reality is that we don’t always get our way and life often 

doesn't work out exactly the way we want it to.  The truth is, there is very little we actually can control at 

all.                                                                                                                                                            

 Prayer is hard sometimes.  The words will fail us, or we become discouraged, or we simply don't 

know where to begin.  I  believe this is common in our walk with God, and as long as we keep knocking 

on heaven’s door, the Holy Spirit will always lead us into the sweet and loving presence of God, right 

where we need to be.                                                                                                                                  

 Prayer is hard always, however, when we want to be in control.  I heard a pastor once say, “prayer 

is not about getting God to say ‘amen’ to our will, it’s about us saying ‘amen’ to God’s will.”  Prayer is 

hard always when we don't trust God to be God.  We will never get to a place of enjoying the presence of 

God in prayer if we don’t allow God to be to us what He is, our Heavenly Father.   In order for that to  

happen, we must be willing to surrender our need to be in control.  We can begin to do that with prayer.     

 One of the beautiful things about belonging to a family of faith here at First Methodist, is that we 

get to walk alongside one another as we surrender our need for control.  We get to practice praying the 

kinds of prayers that are not hard to imagine Jesus himself praying.  I believe that the more we do this, the 

easier it is to give up control, and the more we give up control, the more we will find ourselves enjoying 

the presence of God in prayer.                                                                                                                       

 As we get ready to close our “Hello God” series this Sunday and welcome Pastor Jon to our family 

in two weeks, I want to invite you to come practice surrendering our control to God with me.  This       

Sunday, June 25th, we’ll be at City Hall at 9:45 a.m. to pray for our city.  We’ll ask God to bless our city, 

yes, but we’ll also ask God to help us let go of whatever it is that may be holding us back from diving in 

and radically loving this city the way Jesus does.  I know I need to pray like that, you may need to too.  

Then on Wednesday, June 28th, at 6:00 p.m., we’ll join together to pray for this new season of ministry 

we’re about to begin.  We’re calling this service “Come and Listen: God Will Do it Again,” because we 

believe that the same God who has moved in a powerful way here at First Methodist before is doing so 

again in our time.   Pastor Jon will be joining us and we will have the unique opportunity to lay hands and 

pray for him before he ever preaches a sermon, or begins to lead us in this new season of ministry togeth-

er.   Don’t miss this opportunity.  God is moving in our midst and this makes me really excited!  

 

For seeing this city filled with the love of Christ,  

Silverio 
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VBS:  July 24th - 27th. VBS will 

be held from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 

p.m. in the evening.  We will need 

the youth to assist with VBS.  To   

volunteer, contact Jana Windle at 

janawindle@fumcbeaumont.org. 

Mark your calendar!  Our     

August retreat is scheduled for 

August 4th - 6th. Youth may    

invite one friend to join us. 

Youth Sunday School:  9:45 a.m. 

in the hitching post. We are study-

ing Jesus’ Parables. 

MYF:  5:00 p.m. on Sunday eve-

nings.  We are doing a study 

called Strength in Numbers.  

               

 

Big Plans for Summer:  The fun 

includes lots of activities such as a 

trip to Smith Lake, Escape Room, 

and Painting with a twist.  

Prayer Opportunities This 

Week 

Come and Listen: God Will Do 

It Again - On Wednesday, June 

28th, 6:00 p.m. we' ll join togeth-

er to pray for this new season of 

ministry we're about to 

begin.  We're calling this service 

"Come and Listen: God Will Do it 

Again," because we believe that 

the same God who has moved in a 

powerful way here at First Meth-

odist before is doing so again in 

our time.   Our new Senior Pastor, 

Jon Stouffer, will be joining us 

and we will have the unique op-

portunity to lay hands and pray for 

him before he ever preaches a ser-

mon, or begins to lead us in this 

new season of ministry togeth-

er.  Afterwards, we will enjoy 

some cold watermelon togeth-

er.  Childcare will be available. 

  

8:15 a.m. Prayer:  There is a 

group of First Methodists that 

have been gathering before our 

worship services, at 8:15 a.m. in 

Rothwell Hall, to begin the week 

with prayers of gratitude.  They 

are also praying at that same time 

everyday,  wherever they may find 

themselves, for the power of the 

Holy Spirit to continue to empow-

er the ministry of loving the city 

with the heart of Christ. Everyone 

is welcome to join in. 

————————————— 

Guide Book & Directory        

Advertising Opportunity:   

We are in the process of updating 

our annual Guide Book & Directo-

ry for the church. This book     

contains everything pertinent to 

our church: the various ministries,  

organizations, committees, activi-

ties, functions and events plus a 

complete directory of all mem-

bers. This book is being provided 

and direct-mailed to each family at 

no cost to our church, and it is 

again being subsidized by local 

businesses that advertise.  If you 

own or manage a business and 

would like to find out about adver-

tising in our book, please call the 

church office at 409-832-0295 for 

more information. 

Library Book Drive:   

First UMC is updating our church     

library.  For the month of July, we 

are requesting book donations that 

would be good reading material 

for children from ages 7-12 years 

old or 3rd grade – 6th grade.  We 

will have a list of books for you to 

choose from by July 2nd, so that 

you won’t have to decide which 

books are appropriate to buy. We 

sincerely hope that all of you will 

help support our Library Book 

Drive. 
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Gilbert Adams—7/1 

Adam Apodaca—7/1 

Erin Apodaca—7/1 

Robin Snoek—7/1 

Bob Brandes—7/2 

Patrick Carruth—7/3 

Brittani Kilgore—7/3 

Mickey Rouse—7/4 

Mattie Bergeron—7/5 

Adrienne Edwards—7/6 

Kristin Wheeler—7/6 

Dakota Balfanz—7/8 

Alison Carpenter—7/10 

Edna Seale—7/11 

Colleen Bauer—7/13 

Gina Stanley—7/13 

Becky Nichols—7/16 

Rebecca Rankin—7/16 

Amanda Kilgore—7/17 

James Little Jr—7/17 

Laura Stelly—7/18 

Sherry Kilgore—7/19 

Mary B Woodland—7/19 

Nikki Apodaca—7/20 

Brandi Crawford—7/20 

Leonora Degrasse—7/20 

Irma Silvernail—7/23 

Mary Bauer—7/24 

Cameron Balla—7/25 

Ruby Kilpatrick—7/25 

Christy Frugia—7/27 

Clyda Phenix—7/28 

Gloria Reho—7/30 

 

To be added, removed or make                   
corrections to the birthday list, 

please contact                        
Sabrina Jeanise at                

sabrinaj@fumcbeaumont.org  

 

 

 

Alice Cater 

Brian Rushing 

Brooklyn Funkleberger 

Charlie & Ann Pierce 

Charlie & Frances Alberto 

Charlotte Seaberg 

Cheryl Mayfield 

Dennis Moore 

Dick & Flo Medlin 

Edna Seale 

Eldon & Christine Reed 

Emily Ethington 

Family of John Wesley Hardt 

Farrell Gray 

Fred Simon 

Holly Kirkwood 

Jennie Atkins 

Jeff & Melissa Martin 

Joel & Gladys Allen 

John & Colleen Everett 

John & Judy Franks 

John & Sandra Williams 

Laverne Powell 

Lee & Sally Culver 

Lila Combs 

Liza Nelson 

Mary Flanagan 

Phyllis Mann 

Raymond & Marilyn Martin 

Rebecca Rankin 

Red Blough 

Ruth Wade 

Sam & Rebecca Templeton 

Sandra Arrington 

Tom Reagan 

Tommy Cook 

Tracy Haynes 

Vita Weir 

 Walter Greenway 

W. C. Hall 

Wessie Wilson 

 

To be added, removed or make corrections to 

the prayer list, please contact Sabrina Jeanise 

at sabrinaj@fumcbeaumont.org  

 

 

 

 

General Memorial:                                   

In Memory of Louise Troy from    

Tim Mancil & Yaneth Rodriguez;      

Jennie Atkins; James & Anna Lee Ruby 

In Memory of Delia Reagan from    

Jennie Atkins; James & Anna Lee Ruby; 

Janet McClendon 

 

In Memory of Joan Cloud Gilliam 

from  Nancy Cloud Bressler  

In Memory of Irby Hebert from 

James & Anna Lee Ruby 

In Memory of Wilda McPhail from  

James & Anna Lee Ruby   

In Memory of Wineva Hankamer 

from James & Anna Lee Ruby   

In Memory of Pete Wade from        

Jim & Bobbie True 

 

Chancel Choir: 

In Memory of Joan Cloud Gilliam 

from  Lynne T. Campbell Bonham 

Organ Fund: 

In Memory of Joan Cloud Gilliam 

from  Lynne T. Campbell Bonham 

 

General Honorarium:    

In Honor of Karen Dorris from   

James & Anna Lee Ruby;                 

Floyd & Patti McSpadden                                
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July 2017 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 Fellowship Lunch 

Faith Formation—
9:45am 

One Service—       
10:30 am 

MYF—5pm 

Connect Group—6pm 

Spire Submissions Due 

3 4 Office Closed 

Retirement Home   
Services: Calder 

Woods—10:30am 

Connect Group—12pm 

Connect Group—6pm 

Fireworks on the 
Lawn—7pm 

5 

Connect Group—6am 

No Wednesday     
Activities 

Chancel Choir—7pm 

6 

Bible Study Connect 
Group— 9:30am 

LRE—6pm 

7 8 

9 Safe Sanctuary 

Training 9:45am & 

12:30pm 

Open Doors—8:30am 

Faith Formation—
9:45am 

Traditions—11:00am 

MYF—5pm 

Connect Group—6pm 

10 

 

11 

Retirement Home  
Services: Collier Park—

10:30am 

Connect Group—12pm 

Connect Group—6pm 

12 

Connect Group—6am 

No Wednesday     
Activities 

13 

Bible Study Connect 
Group— 9:30am 

LRE—6pm 

14 

 

15 

16 

Open Doors—8:30am 

Faith Formation—
9:45am 

Traditions—11:00am 

MYF—5pm 

Connect Group—6pm 

Spire Submissions Due 

17 

Trustees Meeting—6pm 

18 

Retirement Home  
Services:  Pelican Bay—

10:30am 

 

Connect Group—12pm 

Connect Group—6pm 

19 

Connect Group—6am 

No Wednesday     
Activities 

20 

Bible Study Connect 
Group— 9:30am 

LRE—6pm 

21 

FUMC Service day at 
Some Other Place 

8am—1pm 

22 

23 2nd Annual Pie 

Wars 

Open Doors—8:30am 

Faith Formation—
9:45am 

Traditions—11:00am 

MYF—5pm 

Connect Group—6pm 

24 VBS—6-8pm 

 

 

 

25 VBS—6-8pm 

Connect Group—12pm 

Connect Group—6pm 

Trustees Meeting 6pm 

 

26 VBS—6-8pm 

Connect Group—6am 

No Wednesday      
Activities 

27 VBS—6-8pm 

Bible Study Connect 
Group— 9:30am 

LRE—6pm 

28 29 

Kairos Kitchen 5pm 

30 VBS Sunday 

Open Doors—8:30am 

Faith Formation—
9:45am 

Traditions—11:00am 

MYF—5pm 

Spire Submissions Due 

31      







Senior Pastor:  Rev. Jon Stouffer         

jon@fumcbeaumont.org; Ext. 12 

Associate Pastor:  Rev. Silverio Sanchez                           

silverio@fumcbeaumont.org; Ext. 13 

Youth Ministry:  Jana Windle                                          

janawindle@fumcbeaumont.org; Ext. 26 

Children’s Ministry:  J ill Frantz         

jill@fumcbeaumont.org; Ext. 16 

Church Involvement:  Phyllis Fernandez                       

phyllisbeaumont@fumcbeaumont.org; Ext. 20 

Office Admin & Properties Mgr:  Connie Laird          

cjlaird@fumcbeaumont.org; Ext. 11 

Finance & Communications:  Sabrina Jeanise                

sabrinaj@fumcbeaumont.org; Ext. 41 

Physical Address:  701 Calder  St. Beaumont, TX  77701 

Mailing Address:  P. O. Box 3247 Beaumont, TX  77701 

Church Phone:  409-832-0295   

Fax:  409-832-9216         

Email:  info@fumcbeaumont.org 

Office Hours                                                                       

Monday through Thursday 9:00 a. m. to 4:30 p. m.                      

Closed Friday 

Sunday Worship Times                                                              

8:45 a.m.  and 11:00 a.m. 

 

Dated Material-Please Expedite! 

The Spire 

Published bi-weekly by: 

First United Methodist Church  
701 Calder                             

Beaumont, Texas  77701 

To add an event to the 

Spire, please email 

submissions to  

Sabrina Jeanise at 
sabrinaj@fumcbeaumont.org 


